Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 25th November 2025
 at Llanymynech Village Hall

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE MINUTES ARE DRAFT UNTIL RATIFIED BY THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AT ITS MEETING ON 27th JANUARY 2026

Present: 
Cllr, I Done  (Vice Chair took the chair due to the Chairman being delayed due to a train 
         cancellation in Scotland)
[bookmark: _Hlk181632767]Cllr C Hall
[bookmark: _Hlk196978269]Cllr. F James
Cllr C Jones
Cllr C Savage

In attendance:
[bookmark: _Hlk189062789]County Cllr. Arwel Jones
Mr. M . Donkin  Clerk to the Council

	1  Apologies for absence     
                           Cllr Parry (Chairman)
   Cllr R Dover
   Cllr J Fynes 


	2. To record Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda

None


	3. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 28th October  2025

The minutes of the meeting held on 30th September 2025 were agreed as a correct record. Proposed by Cllr Savage, seconded by Cllr Hall and approved unanimously.
 

	4. Matters arising from the minutes

4.1 Ref: item 6.1.  Website – Parking by the canal
This was carried over to the next meeting
4.2.  Ref: item 7.4.  Additional website services. All Wales Play Opportunity Small Grant.
The Clerk reported that TEEC had received the Council’s preferences but, through an error nothing had been done. The matter has now been rectified and the new services should be available on the website.
4.3.  Ref item 7.7.  Sustainable Powys meeting
Cllr Savage said that this meeting is yet to be held
4.4.  Ref: item 10.2  -  Town and Community Councils meeting
County Cllr Arwel Jones said that these meetings had been suspended but would be restarted.
4.5.  Ref: item 12.1 Powys Recycling centre
This was dealt with in County Cllr Arwel Jones’ report (see  item 7.10.)




	5 Finance 
5.1.   Current position
The clerk had circulated papers which confirmed that the Council’s accounts as at Thursday 20th November 2025 were as follows: -
Deposit account:  	 £ 6678.21
Current account:   	 £ 1273.58
Pension account  	 £ 76.47

5.2      Draft Budget 2026 / 2027
Council received the draft budget as set out in the papers for the meeting. 

The Clerk reiterated the point made in the papers viz: that or the past few years the Community Council has kept its Precept at the same level. This was to help electors in a difficult time financially but also because our Internal auditor had recommended that the Council reduced the level of reserves that it had.
The Council is now in a position where it must increase its Precept. To raise the Precept to a level that would meet the demands on the Council an increase by around 7%. Would be required. There was some discussion about the level of reserves that might be used but County Cllr Arwel Jones advised that &% was a reasonable figure and it was decided that the budget would be amended to seek a Precept of £14494.00
With this amendment Cllr Done proposed adoption of the budget. This was seconded by Cllr  Savage and passed unanimously.
ACTION: Clerk to inform Powys County Council of the Precept required.
5.3.      Approval of Payments
The following items as set out in the papers for the meeting were presented:-
· Cllr Savage for invoice from Defib Store for new defibrillator pads  -  £150.00 
· Mrs Helen Williams – Purchase of bulbs and compost for planters  -  £46.44

The Clerk tabled a further item which had arrived after the papers for the meeting had been sent out.:-

· Llanymynech Village hall – rent for the October meeting  -  £24

Payment of the above items were approved.


	 6. Planning  

6.1.  Application Reference: 25/1630/LBC Grid Reference: E:326542 N: 320914 
Proposal: External and internal works to include refurbishment to doors and windows Site Address: 2 The Gardd , Llanymynech, SY22 6EX, 

Council noted the Planning Application but felt that there was no need to comment on it.


	7. Other Matters 
7.1. 	Montgomery Canal Development Project 
In the absence of the Chairman Cllr Done said that the work seems to be progressing satisfactorily. Cllr Hall reported that she had been told that there might been a slight delay in the projected finishing date.

7.2.	Council Leaflet.
In the absence of the Chairman this matter was carried over to the next meeting.
Post meeting note: The following was received from the Chairman but was too late to be reported to the meeting:-  He is still working on the translation to Welsh so that the Council can provide a bilingual leaflet. Once completed the Chairman  will circulate the draft to councillors for approval.
ACTION: Chairman

7.3.   Draft Training Plan
Cllrs Done and Savage reported that this is still ongoing. The matter for carried over to the next meeting.

7.4.  Anti-littering signs
Cllr Done said that some three weeks ago he had done a ‘litter-pick’ between the Car Wash and the Aqueduct and had amassed 20 kilos of litter. This exercise was repeated with a similar result. Cllr Done said that there appears to be a pattern. He noted that there were a lot of one pint plastic milk bottles and surmised that this may be people drinking the milk in cars en route to their work and then throwing the bottles out of the cars. The numbers had increased since the work on the new Carreghofa Lane bridge had begun. Cllr Done felt that antilittering signs might heighten awareness. If the Council purchased some signs, he would put them on backing boards.

Cllr Savage felt that if the litterers were car drivers from outside the village, the likelihood is that they  would not see the signs. She felt that 14 signs were too many to meet the need but Cllr Done said that the signs would come as a large sheet and then individual signs would be cut off as required. This would prove more cost effective than buying individual signs. 

Cllr |Done said that the signs would include the Council’s QR code and Cllr savage asked for the Council’s crest to be included and that the background was a bolder colour than the example that had been sent out.

Cllr Hall felt that a text such as ‘Respect our wildlife; take your litter home’ would be more effective than simply no littering.

Cllr James thought that the Council should see what had been done in other community council areas and County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he would look and see what had been done.

The consensus of opinion was that the matter be left until the January meeting to allow time for the investigations above to take place.

7.5.   Donation Request – St. Agatha’s Clock maintenance.

Council noted the request as set out in the papers for the meeting. Subsequent to discussion at the October meeting the Clerk had written to Mrs Sevant, the Assistant Treasurer of St. Agatha’s Parochial Church Council and received the following information:-

Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council has made a donation of  £82 this year towards the maintenance of the Church Clock.  Mrs Sevant has further pointed out that the Church has also paid the sum of £234 to the Cumbria Clock Co. this year but she does not state what this was for.
Council agreed to match the donation given by Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council
ACTION Clerk

7.6.   Shop Enforcement Notice
Council noted the report from the Clerk in the papers for the meeting. I n October 2024 The Council decided to request a Planning Enforcement Notice on the following grounds as set out in the Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) Regulations 1992, Schedule 3

The following response had been received from the Powys County Council:-

An assessment has been undertaken in relation to the condition and presentation of the shop frontage in Llanymynech.  While it is acknowledged that the display may not be visually appealing, the responsibility for its upkeep lies with the property owner, and the current arrangement reflects their personal choice.

The posters affixed to the frontage are not considered to constitute permanent fixtures or structures. As such, they do not meet the threshold required to be classified as a formally "Untidy Site" under planning legislation.

It is therefore concluded that the presence and condition of the posters do not result in a level of harm sufficient to warrant formal enforcement action. The situation does not appear to be irreversible or indicative of a permanent degradation of the site.

Council was disappointed at this response and felt that the officer responsible had not taken into account the fact that the shop is in a conservation area. It was thought that the building might be listed.
County Cllr Arwel Jones undertook to  check on the listed status of the building and the relevance of it being in a conservation area.

The Clerk agreed that he would contact CADW to see if the building is listed as a designated  historic asset
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones and the Clerk

7.7.    National Park Consultation
County Cllr Arwel Jones reminded the Council that there is less than a month to go until the statutory consultation closes. The next Resources report is due on the 26th January 2026. Council noted that land in the Meifod area has been removed from the plan. Also, the plan does not involve Carreghofa.

Council decided to await the next Resources report and to take no faction at this time.

7.8.   One Voice Wales AGM
One Voice Wales has invited the Council to nominate a councillor to attend their Annual General Meeting which will be held remotely on Wednesday 21 January 2025 from 6.00pm until 8.00pm .
Cllr hall said that she would act as the Council’s representative and Cllr Done agreed that he would act as substitute if Cllr Hall was unable to take part.

The Clerk will advise One Voice Wales of this decision.
ACTION: Cllrs Hall and Done and the Clerk

7.9.    Green GEN Cymru consultation on a new 132 kV electricity connection.  
County Cllr Arwel Jones had  forwarded the Feedback Summary Report. The Council decided to note the report pending further consultation in 2026.

7.10    County Councillor’s update  (standing item)                     (County Cllr Arwel Jones)
County Cllr Arwel Jones gave the following report:-

Attended a NRW meeting regarding the proposed New National Park
They have amended the plans slightly following initial consultation. Some of the Meifod Valley has been taken out and some land in the Dee Valley taken out and some included. It’s going to be called the Glyndwr National Park. A public consultation is now in process which will close on the 8th December and then they will present the final report to the NRW board on the 12th January 2026. If approved a Designation Order will be made and they wait a further 28 days before being made final.
Total cost in the region of £4m to set up which is coming from a Climate change funding and not the general WG Funding.

Powys is against the proposal even though very little Powys land is in the proposed site. A further level of democracy and cost is required re Planning etc and the one in Powys – Brycheiniog National Park is struggling financially.

The update on the recent change to the new system of appointments at the Recycling Centres. They were hoping to announce the results in October, but they have received in excess of 5000 responses and its taking longer than anticipated to collate the results. A planning application has been submitted to add a Residual Waste Bulking facility to the North Powys Recycling Facility at Abermule. The site has been operating since September 2023 and has sufficient capacity within the existing site. This will be a saving for the Council because at present they pay a third party to transport the residual waste to a Bulking Station.

Attended a further meeting regarding the County Farm Estate to discuss the outcome of the consultation that was conducted and closed on the 12th October.  They had a total of 87 responses. 70 Individuals, 14 Organisations and 3 County Councillors / Community Council / Town Council.
27 questions in the Consultation on various aspects.
44 had connections to the County Farms- of which 28 were Current or Former Tenants.
78 respondents felt it was very important to keep the Estate- 89.7%
81 respondents felt it important to help new entrants into farming- 93%
One question suggested a 15-year tenancy. Came back they wanted a 20-year tenancy for land with buildings and house and 5yrs min for a bare land tenancy.
Another question was the Councils approach to rationalise / dispose of assets. 
26 agreed= 29.9% 39 No = 44.8% and 22 Unsure 25.3%
They will analyse the results and looking to bring a draft Rural Estate Policy Feb / Mar 2026. The Senedd election pre-election period may cause a delay as no decisions can be taken during this 6-week period. 

A Finance panel meeting- Financial Forecast @ 30/9/25 End of Quarter Two.
Forecasting an underspend of £810k a reduction from £2.2m underspend as at 30/3/25.
Nothing major in any service.

A balanced Budget as at 31//3/26 is dependent on a cost reduction of £12.3m and a further carry forward of £3.7m from previous years.
£9.7m- 60% Has been achieved. £4.9m- 31% Not achieved but assured and £1.3m- 8% Not achieved or assured.

Will report further in due course.
Will be starting the 26/27 Budget preparation very shortly.   

Cllr Done asked for information on the cost of   bulk recycling. County Cllr Arwel Jones  said that locating the service at Abermule would save on transport costs but he undertook to seek further information;
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones
Post meeting note: The following was received from Ashley Collins  Senior Manager – Waste and Recycling Services:
The North Powys Bulking facility was developed a number of years ago as we simply did not have a facility to store kerbside collected material that could comply with NRW permitting requirements.  It has been used without issue for bulking recyclable materials for a number of years now.
 
The cost of 'the new residual bulking facility' is zero as it is simply using an existing facility which has the capacity for this material.  As put forward in the budget saving proposal, there will be a considerable saving in excess of £100k per year by bulking residual at our own facility rather than using a third party.  It will also provide resilience to the service as we cannot guarantee the provision of third party facilities.

7.11  Social media activity for the Council  (standing item)         (Chairman)                 
There is nothing new to report


	8.	Amenities
8.1.	Work at Walls Bridge
This  was dealt with under item 7.1.

8.2.    Football Field
The installation of a Portaloo is going head.
County Cllr Arwel Jones informed the meeting that the  work on the LDP is 6 months behind time.
Despite not having received an invoice it was decided that the Council would pay Lewis Brothers for the rent of the field for 2025 / 26.  County Cllr undertook to deliver a cheque for £100 and obtain a receipt from Lewis Brothers.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones

8.3       Olive Nials’ Bench
The new bench will be installed in the new year. Cllr James said that she had been to see the secretary of the Golf Club. The club would cooperate as far as possible in allowing the bench to be taken across the club’s grounds but asked that the Head Green Keeper be consulted when the bench was ready to be installed.

Cllr James gave the clerk the details for Mr Sean Barrett, the Head Green Keeper.
ACTION: Clerk


	9 Highways and Byways  
9.1.    Road Repairs and Potholes
County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he had sent a few reports to the Highways Department. He had taken Jake Evans to see the areas affected by potholes and understood that work would be started on Pen-y-Foel. He asked if the salt bins had been filled. Cllr Jame said that she would check this. 

Cllr Hall said that the pothole by New Bridge had been filled but she wasn’t sure who had done this. She thought it might have been Kier (the company contracted to carry out the project work for CRT) Potholes on Carreghofa Lane are still a problem.

Cllr Done mentioned the matter of overgrown foliage at the junction of Chapel Lane. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he had shown this to Mr Evans and a letter would be sent to the owner of the property. If no action  is taken then Powys C. C. would do the work and bill the owner.

Cllr James raised the issue of potholes on the Dolphin Car Park which impedes people from accessing the public car park beyond. She wondered whether the Council should approach the landlord. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he would deal with the matter and suggested that it be left until the next meeting.

ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones


	10 To receive reports on Meetings from Outside Bodies
10.1  Burial Board
Nothing to report.

[bookmark: _Hlk214440231]10.2. Powys C. C. and Town and Community Councils meeting
There has still been no meeting.  Couty Cllr Arwel Jones said he would follow this up again.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones

10.3. Village Hall
Nothing to report


	11.1. Matters of decision
There are no matters for decision.

11.2. Correspondence to note.
Council noted the correspondence sent out by the Clerk since the last meeting and itemised in the papers for the meeting.

	From
	Date
	Subject

	One Voice Wales
	30th October
	Workshop – Local Resolution Protocol

	GGEN Vyrnwy Frankton Connection via County Cllr Arwel Jones
	3rd November
	GGEN Vyrnwy Frankton Connection targeted
consultation and community update


	County Cllr Arwel Jones 
	3rd November
	Closure of the road for the installation of a new Williams Bridge

	County Cllr Arwel Jones
	3rd November
	Updates from October meeting of Carreghofa Community  Council.

	County Cllr Arwel Jones
	3rd November
	Query re Recycling Centre

	Ashley Collins: Powys C. C.
	4th November
	Recycling set fees, Response to query from County Cllr Arwel Jones

	Powys County Council
	6th November
	Highways, Transport & Recycling newsletter

	Citizens Advice Powys
	6th November
	Independent Assessment 

	Russell George MS
	6th November
	November Newsletter

	County Cllr Arwel Jones
	11th November
	Update of speeding from GoSafe

	One Voice Wales
	13th November
	Free training places

	Powys County Council
	18th November
	Warm spaces funding

	Welsh Government via OVW
	18th November
	Regional Energy Strategic Plans

	Play Wales
	19th November
	November e bulletin

	Powys County Council
	20th November
	Living in Powys – on line survey




	
12. Any Other Business

12.1 Cllr Jones asked about progress with the bus shelter. The Clerk said that nothing would be done before the new financial year as funds were not available. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he would investigate what progress had been made.

Post meeting note:
County Cllr Arwel Jones received the following responses:-


From Alfie Waiting  -  Project Engineer

Unfortunately, Powys did not receive funding for this financial year under the Bus Stop Infrastructure programme. However, there may be future opportunities, and both Sarah and Andy King (cc'd into this email) will be best placed to advise on potential funding routes and any updates moving forward.
 
From Sarah Leyland-Morgan  -  Transport Manager
We do not have any unallocated funding for infrastructure improvements for the remainder of this financial year but will have some funds from next April.  I'll ask Andy to pop this one on the list and see what can be done.
 
12.2.  Cllr Hall reminder councillors of a public meeting to be held on Thursday 27th November at Llanymynech Village Hall when Shropshire MP Helen Morgan will be present to discuss the dangerous crossroads at Llynclys and the need for a bypass.

 12.3  Cllr Done pointed out that between the western end of the School and the old railway bridge there is a large gap which is a danger to passers-by. He asked about the procedure for getting the hole filled in. He felt that this could be dealt with locally but County Cllr Arwel Jones cautioned that this should not be undertaken by individuals but by Powys County Council. He said that he would raise the matter with the County Council.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones


	13.      Date of the next meeting:

Tuesday 27th January 2026  at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall.
Budget setting meeting.
ACTION: All to note.





Approved by Council as a correct record: -  

Proposed:  ________________________________________________________	


Seconded:  ________________________________________________________	


Signed:  __________________________________________________________	Chairman


Date:     _______________________________________________________ 	
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